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Executive Summary

RESOURCES

Soil, water, forest, minerals, etc are important resources of a nation.
Integrated management of these resources is essential for sustainable
development of the country. The region is endowed with rich water
resource  potendial, which, if properly harnessed, holds hopes for
alleviation of poverty and improvement in the quality of life of ics
inhabitants.

Based on the available hydrological data, the run-off from Nepal is
estimated to be about 224 billion cubic metres (BCM) per annum. In
order to obtain more precise data for planning purpose, it is necessary
that the present hydrological and meteorological network is increased to
the WMO standards. Nepal is also endowed with a groundwater resource
potential assessed at about 12 BCM per year.

Increased population growth has resulted in tremendous pressure on land
and forest resources. More than a fourth of the country's forests is
degraded. There are two logical ways to search for a long-term solution to
deforestation: (1) increase the forested land through afforestation and (2)
improve productivity through better management of forest resources.

WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

Recent assessments have established the technical potential of hydropower
at 25,600 Megawatts (MW) with an annual energy production of
120,000 GW/hr, out of which storage schemes account for 85 per cent in
terms of capacity. Similarly, the generating capacity of the schemes, with
pre- and full feasibility studies, is around 18,700 MW, of which 16,700
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